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CONVENTION ANNIVERSARY PARTY 
BBQ LUNCH AFTER JUNE GENERAL MEETING 

 

 

 Time sure flies these days, and it is hard to believe that we are celebrating the one year anniversary of the 
55th TCA National Convention this month. Remember what you were doing last year at this time? Many of us were 
putting the final touches on hosting a very special event that the Desert Division had only done once before, a 
National Convention.  Almost all of the Convention Committee Chairs were members who had no experience or 
only minor roles the last time Desert Division hosted a TCA National Convention in 1997. The same was true with 
most of our volunteers and last year, just as we did in ’97, the Division membership and their families responded and 
volunteered hundreds of hours of labor to make the Convention the success that it was. Rather than conflict with all 
the other events we do throughout the year, it was decided to have our Division TCA Convention appreciation social 
on the anniversary of the convention itself, and what better way to kick off summer than with a BBQ! 
 We would like to thank everyone who volunteered their time and efforts so if you, your spouse, family 
member, or friend helped out in any way at the TCA 55th National Convention, please plan on bringing them and be 
at the June General Meet.  Following the meeting we will have a buffet lunch of Joe’s Barbeque of Gilbert Arizona 
starting at 11:00 AM.  Joe’s was voted best BBQ of Arizona in 2008 and your taste buds will not be disappointed! 
The menu will consist of Joe’s award winning BBQ pork and chicken, along with cowboy beans and cole slaw, with 
carrot cake for dessert. The food and drinks will be free, along with a few door prizes for some lucky attendees. We 
hope you can join us as we look back and remember not only the hard work, but also the fun we had working 
together on the Star Spangled Convention. 
 

SPRING RAFFLE AWARDED IN JUNE 
 

 Don’t be left out.  The Spring Raffle prizes will be awarded at the June Meet.  Do you have your tickets?  
The cost is only $10 each or three for $25.  You can’t win if you don’t have a ticket.  Wouldn’t you like to walk 
away from the June Anniversary Celebration Meet with a toy train item valued at much more than you paid for it?  
That can happen if you support the Spring Raffle.  If you don’t know what the prizes are, check page 7 of this issue.  
Buy your tickets on June 12 at the Shepherd of the Valley Lutheran Church during the regular June Meet.   
 

HUDSON RAFFLE TICKETS AVAILABLE 
 

 Do you have your Hudson Raffle ticket(s) yet?  The year is half over and the tickets are half sold.  Let’s 
make this the year that all the tickets are sold BEFORE the Turkey Meet (oops, the Southwest Toy Train Expo) this 
November.  See Bob Herman for tickets.  One lucky winner could leave the meet $100 richer, but only if he/she has 
the winning ticket. 
 

NATIONAL CONVENTION IN BALTIMORE 
 

 For the past year, each issue of the Dispatch has featured the logo of the 56th TCA National Convention.  
Now that Convention is upon us.  We hope to see you in Baltimore for an exciting week of fun, trains, tours, and 
crab cakes.  Yes, Baltimore has the best crab cakes in the USA – no filler, no fluff, just lump crab meat.  All the 
more reason to go to Baltimore - June 20-27, 2010. 
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40th ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION COMING SOON 
 

 It may be hard to believe, but the Desert Division will shortly be entering “mid-life” as it approaches its 40th year 
of existence as an active and viable Division of the Train Collectors Association.  It may seem like an eon ago, but 25 
train collectors in the Arizona, New Mexico, and West Texas area formed the boundaries of this Division and petitioned 
the National Board of Directors for permission to form their own geographic Division in 1971.  At the National 
Convention that year in Anaheim, California, permission was granted and the rest, as they say, “is history.” 
 We currently have an active committee who have already had one very productive meeting.  The Committee 
consists of Chris and Laurel Allen; Bill and Jean Mack; Gordon and Christie Wilson; and Paul and Irene Wassermann; 
plus Jonathan Peiffer, Division President.  Their current challenge is to identify activities which hopefully all the 
Division will think are positive, fun, and very worthwhile in promoting what this Division does best:  have a lot of fun 
SOCIALIZING while playing with trains of ALL sizes! 
 We already have a Motto which befits the attitude of this group:  “Mining 40 Years of Toy Train Fun!”  Our 
new logo adorns the front of this newsletter – check it out.  We hope you’ll like it.  It comes to us courtesy of Mitch 
“Skip” Kuhn, brother of Division member Ron Kuhn.  Skip is a commercial artist who is a major “button artist” for 
Republican and Democratic political candidates across the USA and is a close friend of former President Jimmy Carter.  
Angela Trotta-Thomas and Diane Rodriguez, both noted railroad artists, have agreed to assist us with original artistic 
creations; a specialty car manufacturing company who deals with Lionel cars has already provided us with a potential 
prototype commemorative car, plus Paul Wassermann has been in touch with two manufacturers of cast figures who 
could assist us with table prizes at a major get-together next fall. 
 Speaking of next fall – circle your 2011 calendar dates now for Saturday night, October 21, 2011 for our BIG 
BASH.  It will be at a valley resort and will be an “affair to remember,” but one that YOU will help to plan. 
 Yes, this committee doesn’t expect to do it all.  This is YOUR division and we want everyone’s input and 
involvement into making 2011 a year to celebrate the founding of the Desert Division.  To help with your brain storming, 
a 40th Anniversary’s jewel is the RUBY!  So, think RUBY when you think CELEBRATION.  We need enthusiastic go-
getters who aren’t afraid to open their mouths, roll up their sleeves, and maybe get a bit disheveled while working to 
make this a great, never-to-be-forgotten 40th Anniversary Celebration.  It will only come ONCE! 
 

BEAT THE HEAT MEET - BUS TOUR 
 

 It’s that time again, time to “beat the heat” and go up to Prescott on August 14 for the “Beat the Heat” Meet.  
We will be leaving from four convenient locations around the valley in a 44 passenger bus with it own restroom on 
board.  We will get to the meet around 9:30 AM.  Those who don’t want to go to the meet will have use of the bus till 
about 12:30 PM to go antiquing around the Prescott area.  An optional $7.00 lunch can be purchased form the people that 
put on the meet.  After that time we will be doing layout tours in the area including Peter Atonna’s great “O” gauge 
layout, as well as many of the others that can be fit in to our time slot. 
 The first pickup point will be at Arizona Mills at 6:30 AM, followed by a pickup at Paradise Valley Mall at 7:00 
AM.  Next is a pickup at Metro Center Mall at 7:30 AM.  The final pickup point will be at the Carefree Highway and I-
17 area about 7:45 AM.  
 Please fill in the form below.  We need your phone number because the person at the pickup point you choose 
will contact you with instructions on exactly where to meet for the pickup.  If you have any questions, call Dave Brown 
at 480-650-5336.  We’re looking forward to seeing you on the bus on August 14, 2010. 
 

Name________________________________________________       Phone Number _____________________________ 
 
Pickup Location: < > Check one, please. 
<  > Arizona Mills at 6:30 AM    <  > Paradise Valley Mall at 7:00 AM  
<  > Metro Center at 7:30 AM    <  > Carefree highway at 7:45 AM 
 
Number of Adult riders                       ___________ at $30 each $____________ 
 
Number of children under 14              ___________ at $12 each             $____________ 
 
Number of lunches  (OPTIONAL)    ____________ at $7 each               $____________ 
 
Total.  Make checks payable to “GCMR”.                                                 $____________ 
 

Mail this form and check to: David Brown, 815 N. 87th Pl., Scottsdale AZ 85257 



   
 
 
 
 

 
RAILROAD                       -CHANGE 
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ARIZONA TRAIN DEPOT - Consignments arriving and departing daily.  Stop in to check them out! K-Line 027 Santa Fe 8 car 
passenger set, no two cars the same $159.95 - MTH PREMIER PS1 SP Daylight GS-4 w/5 passenger cars $699.95 – MTH RailKing PS1 
Santa Fe 4-8-4 Northern $249.95  –  MTH 4 truck SHAY PS1 $599.95 – MTH PS1 SP Cab Forward $319.95 - JUST RELEASED MTH 
SD-70 ACE in UP or EMD demo $269.95 -  New rolling stock has arrived, various road names, stop in and see. - Always ask for your 
TCA club member discount! AZ TRAIN DEPOT, 755 E. McKellips Road, Mesa - 480-833-9486 Mon-Sat 9-6 open late Wed. until 9 
PM. 
 

BUILDING A LAYOUT? – We can furnish all GarGraves products at discount prices.  Flex and sectional track, uncoupling 
tracks, and accessories in all gauges; the new 072 and 100” and 042 switches; DZ1000, Rix, and Tortoise switch motors, 
Acme controls, NJ signals, and the new Z Stuff optical crossings.  For a complete list, contact Peter Atonna 928-636-4228 or 
e-mail at mjatonna@commspeed.net.  
 

BURLING’S TON OF TRAINS – Authorized Lionel, MTH, K-LINE & Mantua Dealer.  Pat is on our staff to better serve 
our customers in sales and service of both new and pre-owned trains.  With the largest selection of Post-War through new 
Lionel in Arizona, we invite you to see our different “Set of the Month” each month.  We also buy trains.  Hours: 11:00 AM 
to 5:00 PM, M – F and by appointment.  16924 E. Colony Dr., Fountain Hills, AZ 85268  Phone:  480-816-6501  Website:  
www.tonoftrains.com    AUTHORIZED LIONEL SERVICE CENTER 
 

GERRY’S TRAINS – Complete parts & repair service for Lionel, American Flyer, standard gauge pre & post war and 
Marklin HO trains.  I buy old trains and toys, one piece or entire collections.  Gerry Klei, 8608 E. Cheryl Drive, Scottsdale, 
AZ  Phone (480) 998-5349. 
 

THE TRAIN STATION – Mountain Lakes, NJ.  Top 10 Authorized Lionel and AF Sales and Service since 1974.  New, 
Used, Bought, Sold, Repaired.  973-263-1979  www.train-station.com  
 

FOR SALE – Prewar accessories and figures.  Lionel and American Flyer O and standard gauge.  Everything from an 840 
power house to street lights.  Also Leland Detroit monorail set.  Buddy L Industrial train and roundhouse/turntable.  Send an 
e-mail for a complete list.  Most have photos available.  Peter Atonna  e-mail:  mjatonna@commspeed.net. 
 

FOR SALE – Lionel #192 Control Tower, all original w/OB.  One arm on the anemometer is reglued.  E-mail for photos.  
$150.  Peter Atonna 928-636-4228 or e-mail:  mjatonna@commspeed.net. 
 

FOR SALE – Collection of TCA Museum cars and select 1984-2003 TCA Banquet cars.  All mint and OB.  E-mail me for a 
list.  Peter Atonna 928-636-4228 or mjatonna@commspeed.net.   
 

AVAILABLE – QSI 3-rail Products information, including QS3000’s, QS2+, QSI Reverse Units, Hooters, Tooters, and 
other QSI accessories, please go to:  www.The-Scaled-Tin-Rail.com.  Art Boynton, The Scaled Tin Rail, Inc.  928-525-0755.  
 

FOR SALE – Out of print Greenberg books:  Lionel, American Flyer, Marx, etc.  Please call Bruce Greenberg at 703-461-
6991 (9-5 Eastern Daylight) or visit his web site, www.sykesvillehistory.us, for a current list. 
 

WANTED – 1700 engines, cars, and parts.  Condition unimportant.  Contact Bob Herman 480-948-2730. 
  

FOR SALE – 2343 Santa Fe Louvered AA $300, 205 AA Missouri Pacific $150, 229 AB M&StL $95, 628 NP GE 44-ton 
Switcher $125, 681 6-8-6 WX 2046 $150, 736 2-8-4 736W $275, 2025 2-6-4 6466 WX $125, 2026X 2-6-4 6464 $80, 2036 
6466 W $85, 2037 2-6-4 6026W $50, 2245 F-3 Texas Special A unit only $125, 2321 Lackawanna w/gray roof/ Box $465, 
2328 Burlington GP-7 $175, 8551 Penn EP-5 $100, 8600 NYC 4-6-4 $175, 224E Set $675, 225E Set $675, Santa Fe 
ABA+2530-2533 $1300, 2613 Pullman restored professionally $295, 6445 Ft. Knox $100, 6464-25 GN Box $70, 6464-350 
MKT Katy $195, 6464-475 B&M $95.  Dannie L. Martin 520-360-0519 or e-mail dannieaz@cox.net.  
 

WANTED – Used Armature for 621 JC NW2.  Need OGR magazines Run 209 through 215, 217 - 224, 231, 233, 235.  Need 
VG Marx 034 curved, Flex track 35” in .125, .148, .172 silver or steel “O” or S.  Want Mike’s UFO Café 32961.  Does 
anyone read X-change?  Contact Bud L. O’Toole at 520-886-2234. 
 
 
 

This page is provided as a service to our members for trading among themselves.  
Please contact them for items you may have, want, or need. 
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