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A FULL FALL OF TRAINS!

While the last of the summer heat continues to
persist for us desert dwellers, the anticipation of cooler
weather grows with each passing day as we prepare to enjoy
the Desert Division's busiest train season. It all kicks off with
our September 13t meet which is typically one of our most
well-attended meets of the year. The educational topic is
“Cool Trains for Hot Days". We look forward to seeing many
of you there!

While Desert Division activities do tend to slow
during the summer heat there is always something train
related going on. At June meet we had approximately 24
members in attendance. June is always has the lowest
attendance of the year as many of our winter visitors have
returned to cooler weather north. This did not prevent us
from enjoying the warm fellowship and camaraderie that
Desert Division is known for. The “Beat the Heat” bus trip
was discussed as it has returned for the first time since 2019.
The next Division auction has been confirmed for November
15t at Paradise Valley United Methodist Church. Expect
another full auction with over 300 lots of trains. Our annual
train show will be held on November 15" at the Living
Streams Church in north central Phoenix. Details to follow
soon! The final bit of new business was confirmation of
December 14™ for the annual Holiday Party which will be
held this year at the VFW hall at Mountain View and Cave
Creek roads.

The June educational segment theme was summer
themed trains or memories of summer vacation. Your
Dispatch Editor predictably brought some Amtrak cars.
Specifically, Golden Gate Depot Amfleet | cars painted in

Amtrak’s current scheme, Phase VI. Jonathan explained that
these cars have officially been in service for 50 years and
replacement cars are still several years off. While Amtrak has
introduced a new Phase VIl paint scheme for the cars, he
reminisced on family summer vacations to Washington DC
and to Boston, MA in these cars when they were nearly new
and painted in their original Phase | paint. Mark Thompson
is a collector of hats and shirts from his various summer
vacation travels and brought hats from his most recent
vacation to Scotland. Paul Wasserman who is well known for
his extensive collection of all things prewar Lionel brought
several rare paper items including Lionel Magazine, Volume
1from 1930 and a Lionel Engineer’s Club certificate. Included
with the certificate was the even rarer pin that was offered
as part of the club membership. Chris Allen discussed his
affection for McCoy trains and specifically discussed the Main
Street Diner from the Seattle Convention. It is distinctive in
that the windows only appear on the front side of the diner
which indicates that it was specifically designed as a diner
unlike other diner models that are traditional coaches made
into stationary diners. Chris did mention that a large portion
of McCoy collection would be going to Jacksonville for the
National Convention sales pits and would not be returning.
Did any of it come back? We will find out at the next meeting!
Finally, Chris Campbell brought several cars from the south
Jersey Shore as he vacations there in the summer with his
family and is a fan of the Pennsylvania-Reading Seashore
Lines which was a joint venture with passenger and freight
service across southern New Jersey until the formation of
Conrail in 1976. (Continued on Page 11)

MARK YOUR CALENDAR - UPCOMING EVENTS

September 13 - Desert Division Meeting
9:00 AM - Paradise Valley United Methodist Church - 4455 E Lincoln Dr, Paradise Valley, AZ
Meeting in Room H-1

October 4 & 5 - Rail Fair
McCormick-Stillman Railroad Park
7301 E Indian Bend Road, Scottsdale, AZ
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JUNE 14™ MEET PHOTOS
w‘

President pro tempore Lautazi (wait is that correct?) led the June Part of Paul Wasserman's large collection of vintage and rare
meeting as our President and Vice President were not available. Lionel paper items.

=

Treasurer Mark Thompson spends his summers traveling and Chris Allen discussing the significance of the McCoy diner made
collects hats among other items during his summer vacations. specifically for the Seattle TCA Convention.

Chris Campbell discussing his collection of Southern New Jersey Chris Allen was the happy winner of the $100 Hudson Raffle
train related items from various summer vacations to the shore. drawing for June.
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MINUTES JUNE 11™, 2025 TCADD BOARD MEETING AT THE ELK'S LODGE

In attendance: Mike Dietrich, Mark Thompson, Terry Haas, Chris Allen, and Angelo Lautazi. On the
phone: Paul Wassermann.

The meeting was called to order at 7:02 PM.
Minutes: The Desert Division has 108 members and the Rio Grande Chapter has 61. Division total is 169.

Treasurer’s Report: Checking $7331.58, Savings $498.85, Paypal $1361.32, Ebay Acct $1611.00 and Wells
Fargo $21418.78.

Old Business: Pizza Meetza Recap
The meet was successful as there were many members sharing their collection stories. We should give
some thought as to whether we keep the same format for next year or change it up.

New / Ongoing Business:

e Upcoming June meet - Mike and John Craft will be out of town so the next Board member in line is
the Secretary. Division Secretary Angelo will run the Saturday meet.

e The Nov 15 Train Show - Chris says he is waiting to hear back from Living Streams Church. They
are trying to put together an acceptable contract.

e There are still 35 Atlas cars on hand. Chris will bring some cars to the convention and Terry will
bring some to a train meet. At the November train show we will offer the cars at a 10% discount.

e Beat the Heat Bus - the Desert Division will be participating. Angelo will send out an e-blast and
put the registration form on the website. We will let Dave Brown speak to the members at the
meet and explain the Bus trip.

e The Train Auction is confirmed to be at the PYUMC Fellowship Hall on November 1st. Chris has
been busy picking up consignments.

e There will be a new location for the December 14th Christmas Party. Mark has secured the VFW
hall in Sunnyslope.

e Storage units - we will pay one unit for the year and the other on a month-to-month lease. There
was some discussion on how to dispose of the unwanted contents. It was suggested that the
OfferUP app might be a way to go.

The Board meeting was adjourned at 7:45 PM.
The next Board Meeting is on Wednesday, September 10, 2025 at President Mike's home.

Minutes submitted by: Secretary, Angelo Lautazi

The Dispatch is published monthly except July and December by the Train Collectors Association, Desert Division,
6920 E Continental Dr, Scottsdale AZ 85257-3228. This issue is Volume 54, No. 6 (Summer 2025)
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PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE

Dear Friends,

Happy Summer. | want to welcome you back to train related activities after our summer break!

Our Board is starting their fourth year, and | wanted to remind you of our hard-working team: Mike Dietrich -
President, John Craft - Vice President, Mark Thompson - Treasurer, Angelo Lautazi - Secretary, Paul Wasserman,
Terry Haas, and Russell Howery - Directors, and Art Lites, President Rio Grande Chapter.

A year into this role I'm still honored to serve and hope you've had the chance to take advantage of our
varied and fantastic offerings. | also realize that this is not a one person show and takes a real team to get things
done. We have a core group of volunteers, but to paraphrase the ghost host at the Haunted Mansion...there's
always have room for more!

While the start of the summer was manageable, the recent haboob and rain have made for an interesting
August. Our first meeting back from break will be September 13th and our first event is Rail Fair at the McCormick-
Stillman Railroad Park on Saturday, October 4th and Sunday, October 5th. We have a signed agreement to display
our trailer all weekend! We will need help each day and will have sign-up forms at the meeting in September. This
will not affect our October meeting on the 11th.

November is also a busy month, so | wanted to get the word out now! We will hold our Fall auction on
Saturday, November 1st at the Paradise Valley United Methodist Church, Fellowship Hall. Be sure to pick up your
catalog for this great auction at the meeting in September or October.

The annual Train Show aka the “Turkey Meet” is happening the weekend before Thanksgiving, Saturday,
November 22nd. It's the perfect way to kick off to the holiday season. The show is at the Live Streams Church and
will be the don't miss event of the year. Please send your table registrations to Chris Allen ASAP.

Finally, be on the lookout for details regarding the Christmas Party, Sunday December 14th as the planning
committee promises another memorable event in a new location.

September meeting theme:
“Cool trains for hot days” - What is your coolest train, could be a vibe (most awesome) or more literal (reefers) as
you wish.

| hope to see you at the meeting and at our outstanding events.

Mk

Jonathan Peiffer with yet another ~ Awell attended JuneMeet. Katie Elgar showing off a postwar
Amtrak car. wrecking car.

DESERT DIVISION BOARD OF DIRECTORS 2022-2024

President: Mike Dietrich 623-572-3538 Directors:  Art Lites 505-463-1951
Vice-President:  John Craft 480-785-2432 Terry Haas 602-319-0499
Secretary: Angelo Lautazi 480-580-5950 Russ Howry 864-419-9354

Treasurer: Mark Thompson 307-631-4474 Paul Wassermann 480-949-1620
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THOUGHTS ON THE BUS TO BEAT THE HEAT
By Peter Atonna # 75-7578

As most DD members are aware, the three
clubs got together to sponsor a bus trip to the annual
Beat the Heat meet in Prescott. Dave Brown organized
the event and logged in the reservations.

Wrist bands were used for paid meet
attendees, and a set was mailed to Dave. When the
bus arrived, folks could hop off the bus and head right
into the vendor's door to the meet rather than
standing in line with the public.

An earlier Beat the Heat tradition was that
sandwiches could be reserved and picked up at the
meet. That stopped with the recent move of the meet
to Embry Riddle University. So, Dave and | arranged to
put a lunch option on the reservation form. As the bus
traditionally starts at my place, | ordered homemade
sandwiches from my local grocery and when the bus
arrived, all with lunch reservations headed into my
guest house to grab a favorite.

The bus left for my place at 12:45 for lunch and
a layout visit here so there would be time for lunch and
layout visiting before the public started arriving at
2pm. When we got home, | went downstairs to turn on
the lights and the layout when Mary Jane hollered “the
bus is here!”. It must have been right behind me! By
the time | got upstairs to see if all was working OK, |
saw people already wandering and sitting outside with
their sandwiches. | told Mary Jane to invite those into
the house; it is warm outside. She said it might be in
the '80's here, but remember they are all from the
Valley and all seemed happy. Forthemitis cool. | went
back to the basement.

Back downstairs | cranked up the layout. And
of course, as folks arrived, the layout gremlins were out
in force. Without an incident test running each train
for hours the week before, the Daylight cars insisted
on derailing at a rail joint where the swing gate closes.
And the fellows had great times finding them for me
and helping to drag the train to a location where we
could retail the offending car. And when standing the
farthest distance from the base and with lots of
“bodies” between us, the signal to the steam engine
died a few times. Fortunately, it in @ minute or so, it
would start. | hoped nobody noticed.

We went on visiting and watching trains run
until I saw two ladies entering the train room. Looking
at my watch, it was 2pm, the start of the open houses

for the public. Time to get the bus going! | hollered to
all, “time to get on the bus” and up they went.
However, a tradition of the bus to the Beat the Heat is
a photo of all the folks before they head out. That was
taken and the bus headed to Donn Pease’s HO gauge
layout also here in Paulden.

Dave told me the group chose four of the six
open houses to stop at, so with a map of the route, off
they went. The last of the planned stops was at the
Prescott Mall for the N gauger’s and Tinplater's layouts.
After a couple of hours, | got calls from both asking
where the bus was. It turned out that after a third
layout stop, it was getting late, and they decided to
head back to the Valley. My guess is that it was 6pm or
later by the time the last person was dropped off,
making it a 12-hour day for some.

Was it worth it? | know for we layout hosts, it
was great to have many old friends come to visit. |
suspect the bus turnout was less than expected. A 50-
passenger bus was chartered and only 20 people
made the trip. So, if it is to be done again next year, |
know all the organizers of the swap meet as well as the
layout hosts, would be happy to see the bus again next
year. We will wait to hear.

The lucky members of TCA Desert Division, Grand Canyon Model
Railroaders, and Paradise and Pacific who elected to share a bus
to attend the Beat the Heat swap meet and tour excellent
layouts.
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THE FOUR AMIGOS
By Chris Allen TCA #95-40580

So why do three guys start to make plans to
travel from Arizona to Jacksonville Florida to attend a
TCA Convention? There must be some kind of driving
force, and there was, a missing amigo.

ATE 3

pHIERRQUIRVAMIGOS

FOR A SERIES OF TOY TRAIN
ROBBERIES

LAST SEEN HEADED TO JACKSONVILLE FL
FOR THE TCA NATIONAL CONVENTION
DO NOT APPROACH ON YOUR OWN
INSTEAD NOTIFY ALL THE LOCAL BARS
IN THE AREA TO BE ON THE LOOKOUT

. AND TO BE READY WITH PLENTY OF LIQOUR .
0 EEE—

To understand how this came to be one must
look at the original two amigos, Paul Malek and Bill
Gonyea. Both were West Valley immigrants who dared
travel into the East Valley. Protected by a magic D-56
potion they ventured into a Hobbit Hole known to
locals as Steve’s Place. It wasn't an ordinary train store,
no postwar was to be found. K Line was banished from
the shelves as were most products from the evil Big L.
No this was a MTH paradise of purple boxes, and King
Mike himself had visited the store with photos of that
epic visit on display for all to see and proclaim that this
indeed was a magical kingdom. Our intrepid
conquistadors braved the Central Avenue crossing and
traveled on until they visited that fortress and upon
arriving met the service tech known far and wide as Sir
KMA, Ray Pomper. After a few verbal exchanges the
pair left the fortress one vowing never to return and
the other stating that Sir KMA was soon to be our next
Amigo. And so it was ordained with the purchase of

several dozen donuts over several trips The Amigo's
were now three.

One day a fourth conquistador wandered onto
the scene. Although he was not wearing the KMA
fedora he seemed a likeable soul and so the three
became four, and sir Sparks of Mesa Chris Allen joined
the trio and so the Three Amigos were now four. Their
conquests are well known, their loyalty to each other
unquestioned, and many a story is told round
campfires of the exploits of these four amigos robbing
trains from the unlucky, repairing the unfixable, and
keeping the bar maids a running, fetching armfuls of
ale.

%08 AMIGOS

But every fairy tale has a plot twist, and so does
our story. One day, one of the Amigos announced he
needed to venture to a kingdom far away to be closer
to kin than friends. Some of the Amigo’s helped him
prepare for a journey to that far away land known only
as the Sunshine State. The other Amigo's carried on,
but missing was the great Turkey Chili and the sounds
of “Yuuuppp!” were not heard during the local
auctions.



Then, there was a royal proclamation issued
that all the clansmen far and wide would gather in that
land of sunshine for a week in June in the year of 2025.
Plans were made, rooms were reserved, Bars were
restocked with ample liquid beverages, and the Four
Amigo’s once again, travelled as a unit and set fear of
many, whose paths they crossed.

So, if you stayed with the story so far Bill, Ray
and | travelled to Jacksonville Florida to be reunited
with Paul at the convention. There are stories that can
be told of our journey, and they started before the
plane even left the ground in Phoenix.
:-_ 5 - R ~ B ?i-:-".";r..;,:w-""l '-_

Paul being a “local” volunteered us to assist
himin, where else, the trading pits. Unfortunately, they
were on the second floor of the hotel with limited
access, so we learned how to use the cranky hotel
freight elevator and assisted in everything from setting
up and tearing down tables, helping seller move in and

out and of course try to sell our goods.
= '__...-- =

We did not go on any of the tours except to
three of the four hotel restaurants, and one night the
fourth, Morton’s The Steakhouse started looking pretty
good, but cooler minds prevailed.

The Convention itself was well run and very
organized. There were several seminars including a
Social Media “Content Creator” roundtable, where the
next generation of train enthusiasts discussed how
they look at the hobby today and their view of where it
is going. Trading pit action was brisk if you brought the
right items, and the Welcome Party and Banquet were
great. Desert Division donated several items, and we
paired up the Banquet Mint Car from the 2019
Albuquerque Convention with the regular Convention
Mint Car. The pair sold for almost $400!

So if you want to hear a bit more of the
Misadventures of the Four Amigo's be sure to attend
the September General Meet. Somethings should
never be putin print...
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CONTROVERSIAL MODEL RAILROAD PRODUCTS
By Bruce J Brown TCA #95-41451

EDITOR’S WARNING: In an era marked by much controversy, this article is quite timely. Please note however, that the
following article contains material that may be deemed by some to have inappropriate content. Readers may wish to stop
at this point and skip this article.

Model railroading, while often seen as a
wholesome hobby, can intersect with broader cultural
and ethical discussions. Yet, several model railroad
products have sparked controversy or been deemed in
bad taste over the years due to political, social, or
cultural sensitivities.

The standard of what to include in a model
train layout is vastly different for public-facing displays
by clubs or individuals as compared to personal home
layouts.

The following sections can serve as a checklist
for considering what to include or not include in those
layouts designed for public viewing.

Holocaust-Themed Cars

Some European model manufacturers,
particularly in Germany, produced accurate WWiIl-era
German trains, including boxcars labeled as
"Wehrmacht" or resembling those used to deport
victims during the Holocaust. These were criticized for
insensitivity, especially when not presented in an
explicitly educational or historical context. Some
manufacturers withdrew or rebranded the items. An
Auschwitz concentration camp model railway layout is
on public display at Wonderful World of Trains and
Planes, Birmingham. However, these types of boxcars
are no longer manufa'ctured for public purchase.

o 8 \;,_ 3 | : &

Confederate Flag Cars

Model train cars bearing the Confederate flag
or symbols of the Confederacy--especially in the 2010's
onward—have become increasingly controversial due
to the flag's perceived association with racism and
white supremacy. Some shows and clubs banned
them. Here is the 2010 TCA Atlanta Convention car that
probably would not be issued in current times:

K-Line #K6630 TCA 1990 Atlanta Flatcar w/Cotton Bales

The Bachmann On30 Confederate Train Set,
including cars decorated with Confederate flags and
imagery related to the Confederacy, is no longer
available. However, Microscale is still offering
Confederate Flag Decals for HO and N-scale.

Alcohol and Beer-branded Cars

Beer-branded cars, like Budweiser reefers, no
longer appear in train sets marketed to youth. In the
past, concerns were raised over marketing alcohol-
related imagery to children, leading to criticism and
reevaluation of such products. In the 1990s and early
2000s, major retailers like Walmart and Toys "R" Us
reportedly chose not to stock model train sets
featuring alcohol branding, such as those from Lionel
and MTH, to avoid potential controversies. While
specific complaints from parent groups or
organizations are not well-documented, these retailer
decisions suggest a proactive approach to prevent
possible backlash over exposing children to alcohol-
themed toys.




Here is an excerpt from a current Walmart
product page for a Miller Lite reefer:

Such a warning in our current time may be a
bit anachronistic given all the serious problems
teenagers and their parents are facing today (e.g.,
bullying, drugs, depression from social media, etc.)
While there is no evidence that the existence of a
Lionel beer reefer in a household has ever turned a
child into an alcoholic, parents can use discretion in
deciding whether to expose their children to these
types of cars.

Political

Mikes Train House (MTH) is notorious for pushing the
boundaries when it comes to political, cultural or
innuendo-based train products.

atop the Plasticville church or not including buildings
with obvious religious symbols.

29

1950’s Plasticville Church (Photo by Dave and Kim Allen)

Menard’s O-Gauge Sacred Heart Hospital

Language
Almost immediately after vendors announced

the MTH Ukraine product, the OGR Forum moderators
deleted all messages associated with the car over
objections to its language content.

MTH 30-76928 O Railking Flat Car with Garbage Truck - Donald
J. Trump

Almost immediately after the announcement
of this garbage-truck product on the O-Gauge Railroad
Forum (OGR), there was an explosion of heated
comments from all sides of the political spectrum
which caused the forum moderators to delete all
messages and remove multiple vendor ads for the
product.

Religious

Some model railroading clubs have chosen not to
display any form of religious symbology in their public-
facing layouts. An example is removing the cross from

MTH Ukraine O Scale Premier 40’ USRA Double Sheathed Box
Car #20-99371
Innuendo
Again, MTH pushed the boundaries with their
suggestive “buxom melon” product line.

Buxom Melons O Scale Premier 36’ Woodsided Reefer Car #20-
94570 which was produced exclusively for the TCA!



Buxom Melons O Scale RailKing Roadside Stand #30-90628

Inappropriate Figures
At a public train show many years ago, |

brought a diorama that included a Plasticville
outhouse with doors cracked open. It revealed a man
and a woman sitting on their respective potties.

-~ y -
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A woman who passed by the booth with her
son was highly perturbed seeing this and became quite
angry at me. | never brought the outhouse to a train
show again.

Adult-Themed Model Railroad Products

Adult-themed railroad items are generally
banned at public train shows for violating family-
friendly standards. These examples highlight the
debate within the model railroading hobby about
balancing artistic expression and realism with
considerations of appropriateness and audience
sensitivity.

¢ Nude Decals

A notable example of a model railroad product
featuring cartoon or pop culture parodies with adult
themes is the line of custom decals produced by Dave's
Decals. These decals are designed for N scale model
trains and depict graffiti-style artwork with mature
cartoon imagery. They are intended for hobbyists
aiming to create realistic urban scenes on their model
layouts. While some enthusiasts appreciate the added
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realism these decals bring to urban-themed layouts,
others find the adult content inappropriate, especially
in settings frequented by families and children. As a
result, some model train clubs and exhibitions have
established guidelines or restrictions regarding the
display of models featuring explicit or mature-themed
content. For instance, the NH110 Dave's Decals - Adult
Themed Cartoon Graffiti Boxcar Wall Urban N Scale is
one such product that has been discussed in model
railroading forums and communities.

w' CENSORED
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Dave’s Decal "Graffiti Boxcar” Excerpt

¢ Nude Figures
United States company Arttista produce O-Gauge
naked figures #1313, #1356, #1457, and #1624

r CE.LNI

Arttista #1313 “Modest Nude” Pewter Figure

European companies Preiser and Merten
produce nude figures for HO and N gauge:

Preiser “Open Air Concert”



Merten “At The Beach” Series

[

Merten “Night Life” Series

¢ Pornographic Model Railroad Accessories

At the 2007 International Toy Fair in Nuremberg,
Germany, Viessmann—a well-established German
model railroad company--introduced model train
accessories that can best be described as
pornographic. This addition marked a first foray into
adult-themed elements in the model train industry,
sparked debates about appropriateness.

o Viessmann 1501 An animated accessory
showing a couple in an intimate pose, designed
for HO scale model layouts.

o Viessmann 1504 Another animated accessory
depicting a couple, intended for adult-themed
model train setups.

These accessories, appearing in the Viessman 2007
Catalog, operate on 14 to 16 volts, AC or DC.

ﬂ Viessmann’
Sexy Liebespaar 1 504
im Bett, bewegt HO

Viessmann 2007 Catalog Product Listing

Summary

The bottom line is that model railroading is not
immune from controversy. However, such controversy
has been well-managed through the years by
moderator controls for online forums, parental
controls, and model train club leadership by not
permitting items on layouts that may not be suitable
for their visitors.

Editors Note: This article is a perfect segue into Desert
Divisions current offering of the Saddle Mountain Brewery
“Taildragger Craft Beer” hopper that falls into two of the
ten categories mentioned!

(Continued from Page 1)

As we always like to say in Desert Division, we may
be small in number but we more than make up for it with all
our activities for our members to engage with each other
around the hobby we all are so passionate about.

The TCA National Convention was held in
Jacksonville, Florida. Chris Allen has provided us with a more
personal take on the convention and his experience in this
issue. In so many ways, Chris summarizes the key element
that makes this hobby so great; the friendships we make
along the way.

The annual pilgrimage to Prescott for the “Beat the
Heat” meet welcomed the return of the bus trip for those
who wanted to travel together and tour several layouts while
in the Prescott area. It was jointly sponsored by TCA Desert
Division, Grand Canyon Model Railroaders, and Paradise and
Pacific. Should the bus return for next year? See Peter
Atonna'’s article in this issue.

Soon Rail Fair will be upon us again on the weekend
of October 4" and 5. This will be the last opportunity to
operate on the Desert Division trailer and we hope for lots of
volunteers to come and operate your trains and most
importantly enjoy the friendly conversation and interaction
with the public. If we are lucky the weather may even be
favorable! After Rail Fair the trailer will be placed for sale as
agreed upon by the membership. However, we will continue
to have a presence at Rail Fair and other events in the future.
How we present the Division will be a topic of discussion over
the next year.

Again, the September meet is on the 2" Saturday of
the month, the 13 and we hope to see as many members
as possible in attendance. Not only will we go over the many
activities coming up in the fall, but we will also discuss some
important TCA National business related to the email
question we all received regarding the potential sale of the
TCA Museum building. As you are aware, you have until the
15t of September to cast our vote and many of you likely
have already voted. Regardless, this is an opportunity to ask
questions of Division members in national leadership to help
make an informed opinion. There has been a lot of editorial
discussion posted to various online forums, so this is an
opportunity to discuss the issue directly with those who have
direct insight into the many issues surrounding this
important question.



Desert Division Membership Form

Last Name: First Name: Spouse’s Name: TCA No.
Address: Home Phone:

City: State: Zip: Cell Phone:

E-mail Address: Date of Birth:

Dues are $15.00 per year. (Members may pay up to 5 years in advance). No. of Yrs. X$15.00=

A Desert Division Badge is $18.00 (optional):

The Desert Division Newsletter, “The Dispatch”, will be sent to your email address.

Make your check payable to: TCA - Desert Division Total $=
Mail your check to the Division Secretary:

Angelo Lautazi, Div. Secretary 6109 E Sonoran Trl Scottsdale, AZ 85266

Member or Applicant’s Signature Date

Please Indicate Your Hobby Preferences from the Categories Below. Check All that Apply.

TRAIN ERA

1 1. Pre-war (1850-1942)
1 2. Pre-war (1945-1969)
[ 3. Pre-war (1970-present)
GAUGE

[] 4. Scale / NMRA

[ 5 Standard

O 6. Gor#1

O 7.00r027 Tinplate
[ls.s

[ 9.HO

[ 10.00

111N

[112.7

[l 13. Live Steam

MANUFACTURER
[ 14. American Flyer

L1 15. Lionel

L1 16. Marx/Mars/Allstate
[ 17. ves

[ 18. Dorfan/Fandor

L1 19. MTH

L1 20. williams

L1 21.K-line

[ 22. AMT/Kusan

O 23. Other-please specify

[ 23A. Basset/Lowke
[ 23B.Bing

[ 23C. Boucher
[ 23D. Bub/Karl

[ 23E. Buddy-L

[ 23F. Carlisle/Finch
[ 23G. Elletren

[ 23H. Hafner

O 231, Hoge

[ 23J. Hornby

[ 23k. Issmayer

[ 23L. LGB

[ 23M. Marklin

[ 23Q. Plasticville

[ 23R. Littletown/Skyline
[ 23s. Pride Lines

[ 23T. REA/Aristo-Craft
[ 23w. Voltamp

[ 23X. Weaver

[ 23Y. McCoy

[ 23AA. USA Trains

[ 2388. S-Helper Service
[ 23DD. Fleishmann

[ 23EE. Carette

[ 23FF. Eastwood Auto

[ 23GG. Amer.Model S Ga.
[ 2311. Colber

[ 23LL Bowser
PERIPHERALS

O 2e. Figures/Vehicles

O 27.Toys

O 2s. Paper/Books

[ 29. Buildings

[ 30. Railroadiana

Do You Have a Layout?

1 24.vEs 1 25.NO
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ARENELL SERVICE & REPAIR - FACTORY AUTHORIZED MTH AND LIONEL SERVICE.....1825 E. LAUREL ST. MESA AZ 85203.
CALL RAY 602-565-6603 FOR SERVICE APPOINTMENT. ARENELL@AOL.COM TCA#97-45797 Repairs on Postwar Lionel, MPC,

LTI as well as MTH "0" Gauge and "G" Gauge. Certified MTH upgrade center Discounts to members of all local clubs. I pay cash
for train collections old or new, large or small. VISA & M/C

BUILDING A LAYOUT? - We can furnish all GarGraves products at discount prices. Flex and sectional track, uncoupling tracks,
and accessories in all gauges; the new 072 and 100” and 042 switches; DZ1000, Rix, and Tortoise switch motors, Acme controls,
NJ signals, and the new Z Stuff optical crossings. For alist, contact Peter Atonna 928-636-4228 or e-mail at mjatonna@gmail.com

ARIZONA TOY TRAIN REPAIR - WE HAVE MOVED! NOTE OUR NEW ADDRESS AND EMAIL Complete parts and repair service
for ONLY Lionel postwar and prewar trains and accessories at reasonable rates by a long-time hobbyist. Arizona Toy Train
Repair, 1771 Knowlton Street, Sierra Vista, AZ 85635. Phone: 602-369-5938, Email: aztrainrepair@yahoo.com New website:
www.arizonatoytrainrepair.com. All my information is on the website. Lifetime guarantee on repairs, $75.00/hr.

THE TRAIN STATION - Mountain Lakes, N]J. Top 10 Authorized Lionel and AF Sales and Service since 1974. New, Used, Bought,
Sold, Repaired. 973-263-1979 www.train-station.com.

WANTED: New or used Hallmark ornaments, vintage toys, & collectibles. | buy collections large or small. Give me a
call and lets chat. Renee Schornack (TCA Rio Grande Chapter) 505-720-5953.

FOR SALE: Lionel 38071 SP Cab Forward 4-8-8-4 Brand new, never run $750. Lionel 51008 Burlington Pioneer Zephyr brand
new, never run $900. Lionel 38014 D&RG Challenger 4-6-6-4 OB $750. Lionel Prewar STD Gauge #10 set, Peacock, 332, 339,
341 cars. Individual boxes and set box $325. Lionel Prewar STD Gauge #8 set, Red, 337, 338 cars plus transformer. Individual
boxes and set box $250. Lionel Santa Fe 2333-20 P X AB Diesel, battery compartment clean. Individual boxes and set box $250.
Chet Henry 480-532-3065 or bchenry@cox.net.

FORSALE: TRACK SALE - New: Case of GarGraves phantom rail track, 50 sections OB, $350 (retail $635); case of Midw
roadbed, 25 pieces OB, $50 (retail $75). Can be shipped at actual shipping costs. Petenjatonna@gmail.com

FOR SALE: TMK Lionel Prewar 0 & Standard 1900-43, Lionel Postwar 1945-69 TM Lionel 1970-89, 3-Rail price guide, Lionel
1901-95, Lionel 1970-1992, Lionel 1901-1997 each $20, Greenberg’s Repair & Operating Manual 736 pages $30, Lionel Train
Book 131 pages $20, Hess Toy Truck &Racer 1997 $15, Southern Cresent Limited 9530-34 new $75, MDH Track Layout
&Accessory Manual 64 pages $20, MDH Operating 0&027 Trains 237 pages $20. Dan Martin 520-360-0519 dannieaz@cox.net

FOR SALE: Lionel Model Builder magazine, complete run #1 thru #80 (1937-1949) plus the pre-release Sample Copy of Lionel
Model Engineering. All with covers, no cut-outs; $495 + S/H, or I'll bring to DD meet. Tim Halchuck, Fountain Hills, AZ. Cell
213-700-5455 or email tim@sound-sources.com

FOR SALE: MTH Premier 20-20340-1 DC-3 w/PS3 $300, MTH MT-6019 UP Four Car aluminum passenger set $100, MTH 20-
6538 Five car ABS passenger set $150 —- PayPal & credit cards - Chris Allen 480-820-9559 sparkyshome@cox.net

WANTED: for my collection. Lionel prewar and postwar engines in master cartons, scarce separate sale items such as Lionel
scrapers, bulldozers, boxed autos, Lionel 6464-700 Santa Fe, -900 New York Central, -250 Western Pacific, -450 Great Northern
boxcars in Type Il body molds, mint freight cars in high grade original boxes, 6414 Autoloaders with autos in yellow, brown, or
kelly green with grey bumpers, following cars in separate sale boxes: 6352 Culvert car, 6352-1 PFE icing car, 3460-25 Piggyback
car, any rare Lionel items. Bill Sivley 281-804-3629 or mrwls911@yahoo.com

WANTED: VHS Tapes, Lionel - The Great Years 1955 & 1956 by Joe Algozzini/Don Varda (I have 1954) - Marx 51100 Southern
Double Deck Auto Carrier or Flat Cars with trailers/tractors, Marx E-7’s - Chris Allen 480-820-9559 sparkyshome@cox.net

This page is provided as a service to our members for trading among themselves on a space available basis. Contact them directly for items listed
above. Contact Editor when your item sells so space can be made available to other members.

**DEADLINE FOR AD'’s - THIRD SATURDAY OF THE MONTH **
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Text Box


This car has landed!

From the award winning Saddle
Mountain Brewing Company
Home of the Taildragger and those

stationed at nearby Luke Air Force

The Desert Division is offering this Atlas 0
GOODYEAR, AZ Master series 3 bay cylindrical hopper in a
custom run of 125 cars

BUY YOURS NOW: ONLY $79.95!

ships to you now!

Name:

Address:

City: State: ZIP:
Quantity @79.95, Shipping @$15 for one or $20 for two
Pick up at a meeting _____, no shipping cost: Enclosed: $

Make checks to: Desert Division and mail to:
Desert Division
25375 N. Feather Mountain Rd.
Paulden, AZ 86334
You can order online: go to TCADD.org




TCA Rio Grande Chapter

Invites you to a

MODEL TRAIN SWAP MEET

BUY * SELL * SWAP
Trains, scenery, track, collector’s items from Lionel, American Flyer,
K-Line, MTH, Marx, Hallmark, HO,O, and S Gauge & other scales too.

Saturday, October 25, 2025
Netherwood Park Church of Christ

5101 Indian School Road NE, Albuquerque, NM
See our Modular “O” Gauge Train Layout

SCHEDULE: Setup : Building opens at 7 am (Member Swap 8am to 9am) Meet Opens to Public@ 9am
Meet closes 2pm

RESERVATIONS: Size 6’ long tables, chairs provided. Tables reserved by submitting the form below with a
check made out to TCA Rio Grande Chapter and mailed to the swap meet coordinator by October 18,
2025. Reservation forms submitted after the deadline are subject to an additional $5 late fee per table.

GENERAL GUIDELINES: Tables assigned by the Meet Coordinator and special requests treated on a first
come first served basis; Electrical setup provided as requested. Vendors will please set up for the entire
Swap Meet. We will do everything possible to make the event a pleasant experience for vendors as well as
the general public.

Swap Meet Coordinator : Scott Eckstein 505-270-0516
10805 Snowheights Blvd NE, Albuguergue, NM 87112

NAME.. ... TCAHH

ADDRESS. .. .ot e e
PHONE.......cocevvririiiiin i, EMAIL....cooiiiiiii e
TCA MEMBER HTABLES..................... @S15.00EA........ie e
Non MEMBER #TABLES..................... @S520.00EA........oieceee et

| hereby agree to be bound by the rules of the TCA Train Meet in regards to buying, selling, ethics and behavior. In case of
dispute the Meet Coordinator shall arbitrate the dispute.

DEADLINE: OCTOBER 18, 2025




